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               1. 
INT. CELLAR -- DAY 

 
TODD (35) walks into the well-lit cellar with a box of 
papers. The cellar is full of boxes just like it. He puts the 
box down as the cellar door begins to close behind him. 

 
He notices the door closing and runs toward it, but 
he reaches the door after it closes. 

 
Todd pounds on the door. 

 
TODD 

Help! Help! 
 

Todd waits a few moments, but no one opens the door. 
 

TODD 
Help! 

 
No one opens the door. Todd sighs and sits on the 
ground. He looks at the box. 

 
Todd opens the box and pulls out a few papers. 

 
Todd looks at one of the papers and becomes wide-eyed 
with surprise. 

 
EXT. PARK -- EVENING 

 
LILY (25) jogs on a path in the park. She suddenly slaps 
her arm. 

 
On her arm is a dead mosquito next to a mosquito bite. 

 
INT. CELLAR -- DAY 

 
Papers are laid out all over the floor of the cellar. Todd 
sits on the ground reading. 

 
JACK (30) opens the door. 

 
JACK  



Todd, what are you doing with 
all these papers? 
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TODD 
Shh! 

 
Todd continues reading. 

 
JACK 

What are you reading? 
 

Todd looks at Jack and then at the door. 
 

TODD 
Close the door, but leave it a 
crack open. 

 
Jack does as Todd says. 

 
JACK 

OK. Well, what is it? 
 

Todd looks around at the papers. 
 

TODD 
I think you have to read it for 
yourself. 

 
Todd hands Jack one of the papers on the ground. Jack gets 
the same wide-eyed look of surprise that Todd had. 

 
JACK 

What are we going to do? 
 

TODD 
What do you mean? 

 
JACK 

Well, we have to tell somebody. 
 

Todd exhales. 
 

TODD 
You’re right. 

 
JACK 

Should we tell The King? 
 

TODD  
No, from the looks of these 
papers, I think he may be the one 
behind this. 

 
JACK 

But he would never do such a thing! 
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TODD 
I know it’s hard to believe, but 
that’s what the papers say. 

 
JACK 

Well if we can’t trust The King, 
who can we trust? 

 
TODD  

I think we should tell as many 
people as possible, not people 
with any power, but just normal 
workers like you and me. 

 
JACK 

Won’t we get in trouble? 
 

TODD 
Just make sure everyone you tell 
can keep a secret, and I think 
we’ll be okay. 

 
EXT. PARK -- NIGHT 

 
One area of the park is surrounded by crime scene tape 
and police cars. 

 
WILLIAM (45), a detective, approaches. 

 
DAVE (40) wears a police uniform and is talking to 
another officer. 

 
Dave turns around and sees William. 

 
WILLIAM  

Officer Roberts, what 
information do we have? 

 
DAVE  

The victim was 25. She was jogging 
when she suddenly passed out. 

 
WILLIAM 

Any theories as to the cause of 
death? 

 
DAVE 

We found a substance around a 
mosquito bite on the victim’s 
arm. We sent it to forensics, but 
preliminary tests showed it to be 
cyanide. 



4. 
 

WILLIAM 
Is this just like the previous 
murders? 

 
DAVE  

Yes, we believe a mosquito 
poisoned the victim. 

 
INT. WORK ROOM -- DAY 

 
Todd and Jack are huddled together by the wall of the 
work room. 

 
All people in the room are seated at desks and are 
sorting papers into different boxes. 

 
All around the room are television screens, some of them 
are showing images of trash, and some are showing decaying 
carcasses. 

 
TODD 

How many people have you told so 
far? 

 
JACK 

I’ve told a few. 
 

TODD 
Me too, but I think we still to 
tell some more people. Just make 
sure . . . 

 
A fly suddenly flies by Todd’s head and lands on the wall. 

 
Todd quickly rolls up a piece of paper and swats 
the fly. The fly falls to the ground. 

 
TODD 

Just make sure no one’s watching. 
 

INT. WILLIAM’S CAR -- DAY 
 

William is driving his car. There is a voice recorder 
placed on top of the dashboard. William presses a button on 
it. 

 
WILLIAM  

Well Benny, it seems like we’re not 
any closer to solving the case. 

 
William sighs. 
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WILLIAM  
There was another death last 
night. It was exactly the same as 
the others. No additional clues 
and no suspects. 

 
William begins turning the steering wheel. He yawns. 

 
William shoos a fly away that is buzzing around his head. 

 
WILLIAM  

The only explanation I have been 
able to think of is that someone 
is injecting these mosquitoes with 
cyanide. 

 
INT. ATTORNEY’S WAITING ROOM -- DAY 

 
William sits in a waiting room. The room has a television 
showing a broadcast of the news. 

 
William holds up the voice recorder. 

 
WILLIAM  

All of the mosquitoes have been 
discovered to be immune to 
cyanide, which is not something 
that has been discovered before in 
mosquitoes. 

 
William shoos away another fly flying close by him. 

 
WILLIAM 

Genetic engineering is 
something that has never 
been done on mosquitoes, 
but how else could the 
perpetrator of these 
murders get so many 
cyanide-immune mosquitoes? 

  
 

NEWS ANNOUNCER 
(low volume, background 
noise)  

A company in New York is 
closer than ever to time 
travel. Future 
Technologies Inc. claims 
to be just weeks away from 
testing a time machine. 
 

 
William sighs as he sinks down in his chair. 

 
WILLIAM  

This case seems unsolvable, but 
don’t worry, Benny. I will 
continue to work to catch 
whoever is doing this. 

 
A receptionist enters. 
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RECEPTIONIST 

William Brooks? 
 

William stands up and follows the receptionist. 
 

INT. ATTORNEY’S OFFICE -- DAY 
 

William enters. In the office is Steven (30), who is 
wearing a suit, and Emilia (40). 

 
On a table, several papers are laid out. 

 
STEVEN  

Mr. Brooks, just sign these papers 
and the divorce will be finalized. 

 
Steven hands William a pen. 

 
WILLIAM 

Emy, can’t we try to talk about 
this? 

 
EMILIA  

I’ve tried to talk to you about 
this for a year now, but you’re 
too wrapped up in your case to pay 
any attention to me and George. 

 
WILLIAM  

But I’ve told you, the case is 
very important. 

 
EMILIA  

But is it more important than your 
family? You’ve already made that 
decision. Just sign the papers. 

 
William fidgets with the pen. He sharply inhales and 
shakily signs the papers. 

 
INT. WORK ROOM -- DAY 

 
Jack sorts papers into different boxes, just like the 
woman next to him, Natalie (30) is doing. 

 
Jack looks around and leans over to talk to Natalie. 

 
JACK 

Natalie, I need to tell you 
something. 
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NATALIE 

What is it, Jack? 
 

A fly lands on Natalie’s desk, which goes unnoticed by Jack. 
 

JACK 
It’s about the televisions. 

 
Jack points to the television screens which show images 
of trash and decaying carcasses. 

 
JACK 

It’s all a lie. 
 

NATALIE 
What do you mean? 

 
JACK 

That’s not what the past was like. 
 

Natalie chuckles and turns away. 
 

JACK 
I’m telling the truth. 

 
NATALIE 

No, that would mean The King is 
lying to us, and that is not 
possible. 

 
JACK  

It is possible, these papers 
prove it. 

 
Jack hands Natalie a few papers. Natalie looks them over. 

 
NATALIE 

These must be fake. This paper 
mentions surveillance on people 
inside of their homes, and there 
were no homes in the past. 

 
JACK 

There were. 
 

Jack hands Natalie another paper. 
 

NATALIE  
But homes were impossible to 
build without The King’s 
leadership. Everyone slept in the 
trash in the past. 
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Natalie gestures to one of the television screens 
showing trash. 

 
Jack sees the fly on Natalie’s desk, and he frantically 
swats it with one of the papers. Jack breaths anxiously and 
looks worriedly around him. 

 
NATALIE 

What’s wrong? 
 

Jack hands Natalie another paper. 
 

EXT. POLICE STATION PARKING LOT -- DAY 
 

William sits in his car. He has tear streaks running down 
his face, which he quickly wipes away before exiting his 
car. 

 
INT. POLICE STATION -- DAY 

 
William walks up to Dave, who is looking over information 
in a folder. 

 
WILLIAM  

Is there any new information on 
the case? 

 
DAVE  

Detective Brooks, the chief 
wants to speak to you. 

 
WILLIAM  

Okay, I’ll make sure he does, but 
is there any new information on 
the case? 

 
Dave looks up. 

 
DAVE 

You should talk to the chief. 
 

INT. CHIEF’S OFFICE -- DAY 
 

Chief Harrison (45) sits at his desk. William enters. 
 

WILLIAM  
Chief, I heard you wanted to 
speak to me. 

 
CHIEF HARRISON 

Detective Brooks, have a seat. 
 

William sits down. 



9. 

 
CHIEF HARRISON  

Your recent production has not been 
up to this department’s standards, so 
we are letting you go. 

 
William is speechless for a few moments. 

 
WILLIAM 

You’re firing me? 
 

CHIEF HARRISON 
Yes, Detective Brooks. You will 
hand in your badge and turn over 
any material you have related to 
your case tomorrow. 

 
William is again speechless. 

 
WILLIAM 

Why? 
 

CHIEF HARRISON  
As I said, your recent production 
has not been up to this 
department’s standards. You have 
not solved a case in a year, and 
you declined every case we 
offered you in that time. 

 
WILLIAM  

That’s because I have been working 
to solve the mosquito case! After 
I solve it, I will move on to 
other cases. 

 
CHIEF HARRISON 

Detective, at your current pace, it 
seems like you will never solve the 
case. 

 
WILLIAM  

I will solve the case! Please, 
just give me a chance. 

 
Chief Harrison leans back in his chair. 

 
CHIEF HARRISON 

Return your badge and case 
information early tomorrow. 

 
William angrily leaves the office. 
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EXT. POLICE STATION PARKING LOT -- DAY 

 
William gets in his car, pounds his fists on the 
steering wheel, and lets out a cry of anguish. 

 
INT. THE KING’S HEADQUARTERS -- DAY 

 
The King (80) watches the end of a video with The Advisor 
(40). An assistant stands by. The video shows the 
conversation between Jack and Natalie. The video ends with 
Jack swatting at the camera/fly. 

 
THE ADVISOR 

I advise stopping the spread of 
this information immediately. 

 
THE KING 

Yes, I agree. 
 

THE ADVISOR  
I think you should order the 
detainment of these two 
individuals, at which point we can 
use any means necessary to 
discover who else they told and 
then execute them. 

 
THE KING 

No, people suddenly disappearing 
would draw suspicion. 

 
THE ADVISOR 

What’s wrong with a little fear? 
 

THE KING 
 

A little fear is a dangerous 
thing. You never know when people 
will challenge the subject of 
their suspicions. 

 
THE ADVISOR  

I think that people knowing the 
images of the past they have 
seen are a lie would also draw 
suspicion. 

 
THE KING 

Not a lie, just a manipulation. 
(to assistant)  

Retrieve the mosquito and 
ancestry files. 

 
The assistant runs off. 
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THE ADVISOR 
What are you planning? 

 
THE KING  

If we can kill the ancestors of 
the people who know, then their 
descendants will never find out 
the information; they won’t even 
exist, and no disappearances means 
no suspicion. 

 
THE ADVISOR  

You want to send mosquito-spread 
diseases back to the past? But 
sir, we found out how 
unpredictable those diseases are 
the first time we tried them. 

 
THE KING 

Not disease, poison. 
 

The advisor becomes wide-eyed. 
 

THE ADVISOR  
The new mosquitoes. Yes, that 
could work. 

 
THE KING  

The new mosquitoes can carry 
cyanide back to the past and 
poison the targets. 

 
THE ADVISOR  

Good idea, sir, but I feel it is my 
duty to warn you about the possible 
negative consequences of this plan. 

 
THE KING 

Yes? 
 

THE ADVISOR  
Well, while this plan will get rid 
the people who know the 
information in the video, it may 
not get rid of the original source 
of this information. 

 
THE KING  

Then we will just keep watching 
to see if anyone else shares 
information they shouldn’t. 
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THE ADVISOR 

But we may not know to do that, 
sir. 

 
THE KING 

What do you mean? 
 

THE ADVISOR  
Once we eliminate from existence 
the people who tipped us off to 
the spread of this information, 
then they will not exist to let us 
know that there is a problem. 

 
The assistant hastily enters with boxes of papers. 

 
THE ADVISOR  

If they are not the original 
source of the leak, then history 
may simply be changed in that we 
would discover someone else 
sharing this information and then 
kill that person off. 

 
THE KING 

What would you advise me to do 
instead? 

 
THE ADVISOR  

I advise we interrogate these 
people and discover who they 
found out this information from. 

 
THE KING  

No! People need to have absolute 
trust in me. I do not want another 
war. 

 
THE ADVISOR 

Another war, sir? 
 

THE KING 
Long before you were born, there 
were two devastating wars that were 
fought for control of time 
travel. Most people on Earth died, 
and I want to do everything I can 
to avoid another war. 

(to assistant)  
Look up the ancestry of the man 
in the video. 
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EXT. APARTMENT BUILDING -- DAY 
 

William gets out of his car and slams the car door 
behind him. 

 
He walks up a flight of stairs. Next to the stairs is a 
large dumpster with many flies flying around it. 

 
William enters the building. 

 
INT. WILLIAM’S APARTMENT -- DAY 

 
William sits in a chair. He raises his voice recorder up. 

 
WILLIAM  

Well Benny, today has not been a 
good day, for both the case and 
me personally. 

 
William inhales as he thinks back on the day. 

 
WILLIAM  

First, the divorce from my wife was 
finalized, and then I was taken off 
the case and fired. 

 
William sighs. He lowers the voice recorder. 

 
WILLIAM 

(to himself) 
What do I do now? 

 
INT. TIME TRAVEL LAB -- DAY 

 
The King, The Advisor, and The Scientist (65) look at a 
screen showing a bird’s eye view of Lily jogging through 
the park. 

 
Next to them is a large machine with a small platform in 
front with a laser beam from the top of the machine 
pointed at the center of the platform. 

 
THE SCIENTIST 

This is the grandmother of our 
target. 

 
THE KING 

Prepare the mosquito. 
 

The Scientist goes off-screen and comes back with a 
mosquito flying in a small container. 
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THE ADVISOR 

Scientist, what do you theorize 
when the subject is eliminated? 

 
THE SCIENTIST  

Once Jack’s ancestor is eliminated, 
then history will change to reflect 
the effects of that loss. 

 
The Scientist pours a bit of cyanide into the container. 

 
The Scientist puts the mosquito into the container. 

 
THE ADVISOR 

Will we remember anything? 
 

THE SCIENTIST 
I do not know. 

 
The Scientist puts the mosquito on the platform. 

 
THE ADVISOR 

(to The King)  
Are you sure you want to do this, 
sir? Not even The Scientist knows 
what will happen. 

 
THE KING 

(to The Scientist) 
Are you sure this will eliminate 
the employee known as Jack from 
existence? 

 
THE SCIENTIST 

Yes, I am sure of that. 
 

THE KING 
Then begin! 

 
EXT. PARK -- EVENING 

 
A woman named Lily jogs along a path. 

 
A mosquito materializes into existence and flies 
toward Lily. 

 
INT. CELLAR -- DAY 

 
Papers are laid out all over the floor of the cellar. Todd 
sits on the ground reading. 

 
SARA (30) opens the door. 
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SARA  

Todd, what are you doing with 
all these papers? 

 
TODD 

Shh! 
 

INT. WORK ROOM -- DAY 
 

Sara leans over to whisper to an employee next to her. She 
shows her papers and gestures to the televisions in the 
room. A fly sits nearby. 

 
INT. THE KING’S HEADQUARTERS -- DAY 

 
The King and The Advisor watch a video of the 
conversation between Sara and her fellow employee. 

 
THE ADVISOR 

I advise stopping the spread of 
this information immediately. 

 
THE KING 

Yes, I agree. 
 

INT. TIME TRAVEL LAB -- DAY 
 

The Scientist stands by a machine with a mosquito on 
its platform. 

 
The King and The Advisor stand nearby. 

 
THE KING 

Then begin! 
 

MONTAGE -- INT. CELLAR, WORK ROOM, THE KING’S 
HEADQUARTERS, AND TIME TRAVEL LAB -- DAY 

 
- The previous four scenes repeat several times. Each time 
having a different person who initially walks into the 
cellar, talks to Todd, and whispers to a fellow employee. 

 
END OF MONTAGE 

 
INT. THE KING’S HEADQUARTERS -- DAY 

 
The King sits in a throne. The Advisor quickly walks in. 

 
THE ADVISOR  

Sir, there is a problem that 
needs your immediate attention. 
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THE KING 

What is it? 
 

THE ADVISOR  
The Historian has discovered 
that, in the past, there was an 
outbreak of human poisonings 
likely caused by our mosquitoes. 

 
THE KING 

Was the poison cyanide? 
 

THE ADVISOR 
Yes, sir. How did you know? 

 
THE KING  

I’ve been thinking that sending 
the new mosquitoes back to the 
past with some cyanide could solve 
some of our problems here in the 
present, but I’ve never given any 
orders. 

 
THE ADVISOR 

I talked to The Scientist, and 
these are his findings. 

 
The Advisor hands The King a paper.  The King reads it. 
 

THE KING  
So he thinks we’ve targeting our 
employees one-by-one, but we 
have never targeted the correct 
one, which has created an 
endless cycle? And we can’t 
remember any of it? 

 
THE ADVISOR 

Correct, sir. We have also 
discovered that a detective has 
been investigating the case, and we 
have been keeping an eye on him. I 
must admit, sir, I don’t know how 
to advise you in this situation. I 
don’t know what you should do. 

 
THE KING  

I do. I need to eliminate all of 
our employees from existence. It’s 
the only way to end this cycle. 

 
An assistant bursts into the room. 
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ASSISTANT 

Sir, we have a big problem. 
 

INT./EXT. WILLIAM’S CAR -- DAY 
 

William drives with a sad, hopeless expression on his 
face. He looks over at the badge, folders, and voice 
recorder on his passenger seat. A fly is perched on the 
voice recorder. 

 
He approaches the police station and sees several police 
cars quickly driving out of the station parking lot. 

 
William slows down and stares at the speeding police 
cars. He turns on a police scanner in his car. 

 
POLICE DISPATCHER  

The following three units 
proceed to Central Park . . . 

 
William turns off the scanner and speeds past the 
police station. 

 
EXT. PARK -- DAY 

 
There are police vehicles parked all around the  
park. Multiple crime scenes are present and are surrounded 
by many officers. 

 
William walks quickly towards one of the crime scenes. 

 
He sees someone laying facedown on a path. 

 
William sees Officer Dave standing nearby. 

 
WILLIAM 

Is it another mosquito victim? 
 

DAVE  
Yes, all of them are. They’re all 
over. All across the city. 

 
Dave turns around to see William. 

 
DAVE  

Detective Brooks? You’re not 
supposed to be here. Give me your 
badge! 

 
William runs away and drives away in his car. 
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INT. WILLIAM’S CAR -- DAY 

 
William’s car is parked in the parking lot of his 
apartment building. 

 
William is frantically looking through the case papers. 

 
WILLIAM 

I’m close, I can feel it. 
 

William looks at one of the papers. 
 

WILLIAM 
The cyanide should kill the 
mosquitoes. Why doesn’t it? 

 
William takes the voice recorder, presses a button, and 
listens. He fast forwards the voice recorder playback to 
the part where he was talking about the mosquitoes’ 
immunity to cyanide. 

 
WILLIAM  

(on voice recorder) Genetic 
engineering is something that has 
never been done on mosquitoes, but 
how else could the perpetrator of 
these murders get so many cyanide-
immune mosquitoes? 

 
William rewinds that part because he hears something in the 
background. It is a news report. William listens closer. 

 
NEWS ANNOUNCER  

A company in New York is closer 
than ever to time travel. Future 
Technologies Inc. claims to be 
just weeks away from testing a 
time machine. 

 
William pauses the recording. 

 
WILLIAM  

Of course! The mosquitoes must 
come from the future! I need to 
get to that time machine. 

 
INT. THE KING’S HEADQUARTERS -- DAY 

 
The King and The Advisor are talking. 

 
THE KING  

I do. I need to eliminate all of 
our employees from existence. It’s 
the only way to end this cycle. 
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An assistant bursts into the room. 

 
ASSISTANT 

Sir, we have a big problem. 
 

THE KING 
The Advisor has already told me. 

 
ASSISTANT  

No, sir. We have a bigger 
problem. The detective is on to 
us. He is trying to travel to the 
future to stop us! 

 
THE KING  

Okay. Well, we can send a 
mosquito back for him too. 

 
ASSISTANT  

I think you need to see the 
information we discovered about 
him first. 

 
The assistant hands The King a folder. The King looks at 
the information in the folder. 

 
THE KING  

On second thought, leave this man 
be. If he does get to the future, 
I think I’d like to meet him. 

 
EXT. FUTURE TECHNOLOGIES INC BUILDING - DAY 

 
William pulls up to the building. He exits his car and 
walks up to a security guard standing next to the front 
entrance. 

 
William shows his badge to the guard. 

 
WILLIAM  

William Brooks. NYPD. I am here to 
investigate the company’s new 
machine. 

 
The guard nods and William walks into the building. 

 
INT. LAB -- DAY 

 
William walks next to Ava (50), who is wearing 
safety goggles and a lab coat. 

 
There is a time machine in the center of the room that 
is very similar to the one seen in the future. 
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Tools are laid out haphazardly around the machine. 

 
AVA 

We are two weeks away from our 
first test. 

 
Ava points to a dial on the machine that reads "75". 

 
AVA 

We are planning on initially going 
75 years into the future. Our first 
test will be on a common 
housefly. Then we will move on to 
larger and larger creatures. 

 
WILLIAM 

Why? Do you think it may be 
dangerous for humans? 

 
AVA 

Well, there’s always that 
chance. So it’s best to test on 
other creatures first. 

 
WILLIAM 

And you think the test will be 
successful? 

 
AVA  

Yes. All of our scientists think 
the test will be a success, 
although one of our scientists 
thinks that it will create a rift 
in the space-time continuum. 

 
WILLIAM 

What does that mean? 
 

AVA  
It means that time travel to the 
future would be impossible after 
the first test. After the initial 
test, we would only be able to 
travel to a time before the rift 
was created. But that’s just one 
theory. 

 
WILLIAM 

Can you show me how it works? 
 

AVA 
Sure. 
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Ava powers up the machine. A laser beams down from the top 
of the machine onto a platform. 

 
Ava points at a lever. 

 
AVA  

Once this lever gets pulled, 
whatever is standing in the path of 
the laser gets sent to the future. 

 
William quickly gets onto the platform and pulls the lever. 

 
AVA 

No! Stop! 
 

William disappears. 
 

INT. OUTSIDE CELLAR / CELLAR -- DAY 
 

William appears outside a cellar door. The cellar door is 
closed but has a key in its lock. William turns the key and 
walks in. 

 
He sees a man, Todd, sitting on the floor with papers 
around him. He is reading one of the papers. 

 
WILLIAM 

Um, hello? 
 

Todd turns around and looks at William with a 
confused expression. 

 
TODD 

Who are you? 
 

WILLIAM 
Uh, I was just looking for the 
place where they send the 
mosquitoes. 

 
TODD  

Why aren’t you wearing a 
government uniform? 

 
William doesn’t answer. 

 
TODD 

Where do you come from? 
 

William does not speak for a few moments. 
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WILLIAM  

I will tell you, but only because 
I get the feeling I can trust  
you. But first, I want to know 
where the room is where they 
send the mosquitoes to the past. 

 
TODD  

I don’t know, it’s a top government 
secret. I am just finding out about 
the mosquito thing now. 

 
WILLIAM 

What do you mean? 
 

Todd gestures around himself. 
 

TODD  
These papers. Most of them deal 
with average clerical work, but 
a few of them have secrets the 
government has never told us. 

 
WILLIAM 

Like what? 
 

TODD  
Before I tell you, tell me who 
you are. 

 
WILLIAM  

Okay. My name is William, and I 
have traveled here from 75 years 
in the past to stop a series of 
mosquito murders that happened 
then. 

 
TODD  

So you’re the one they talk 
about in this paper! 

 
Todd hands William one of the papers. 

 
William reads the paper. 

 
WILLIAM 

They’ve been collecting 
surveillance on me? But how? 
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TODD  

According to these papers, 
houseflies. The government has 
been sending houseflies equipped 
with small cameras that send video 
back to the present. 

 
William picks up and looks at one of the papers. 

 
TODD  

And that’s not all. We, the 
citizens, always knew the government 
sent cameras back to the past. We 
see that on televisions all over, 
but the government was selective in 
what footage we saw. 

 
William looks up. 

 
WILLIAM 

What do you mean? 
 

TODD  
They’ve only been showing us images 
of garbage and decaying carcasses, so 
we’ve been conditioned to think 
that’s all the past was. They want us 
to think the present is so much better 
than the past was so that we worship 
The King, but the opposite is true! 

 
INT. TIME TRAVEL LAB -- DAY 

 
The Scientist and The Advisor stand around the 
time machine. The King enters. 

 
THE ADVISOR  

All ancestors of targets have been 
found, sir. We are waiting on you 
to give the order. 

 
An assistant runs in. 

 
ASSISTANT  

Sir, the detective is here! He is 
in the cellar with the employee 
known as Todd. 

 
THE KING 

Bring them both up here. Alive. 
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INT. CELLAR -- DAY 

 
William picks up and looks at various papers. Todd is 
sitting nearby also looking at papers. 

 
Todd hands a paper to William. 

 
TODD 

Here’s the mosquito one. 
 

William looks at the paper. 
 

WILLIAM 
They can only send flies and 
mosquitoes to 2018 or before? 

 
TODD  

Yes, time travel to the future 
or after that time in the past 
is impossible because of 
something called a "rift in the 
space-time continuum." 

 
WILLIAM 

We need to stop these murderers. 
 

The cellar bursts open and heavily armed people in uniform 
take William and Todd and carry them out of the cellar. 

 
INT. TIME TRAVEL LAB -- DAY 

 
William and Todd are both surrounded by armed guards. The 
King, The Advisor, and The Scientist stand by the time 
machine. 

 
THE KING  

Detective Brooks and Todd. It is 
time for you to both face your 
punishments. 

 
The King looks at Todd. 

 
THE KING 

You first. 
 

The Scientist operates the controls, and footage of 
a detective at a park appears. 

 
WILLIAM 

Benny! 
 

The King smiles. 
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THE KING 

Yes, also known as Todd’s 
grandfather. 

 
Todd turns towards William. 

 
TODD 

You knew my grandfather? 
 

WILLIAM 
Yes, he was my detective  
partner. He was one of the first 
to be murdered by the cyanide 
mosquitoes. I wanted to find out 
who did it to him. 

 
THE KING 

Well, then you can consider 
yourself a success. 

 
The King nods to The Scientist. 

 
The Scientist pulls the lever, sending a mosquito to 
the past. 

 
The mosquito flies toward Benny. In a few moments, he is 
dead. 

 
WILLIAM 

Benny! 
 

Todd gradually fades away. 
 

THE KING  
According to The Scientist, we only 
have moments before this reality 
fades away, so I’ll get on to your 
punishment, Detective Brooks. 

 
The King extends his hand to William. 

 
THE KING  

First, let me introduce myself. My 
real name is George Brooks. 

 
William looks up with a shocked expression at George. 

 
WILLIAM 

Son? 
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THE KING 

Yes Dad, it is I. I am not surprised 
you didn’t recognize me, considering 
how much time you spent 
solving your case and how little 
time you spent with me and Mom. 

 
WILLIAM 

But it was an important case. 
 

THE KING 
Was it more important than your 
family? 

 
WILLIAM  

No. You’re right, son. I became 
too worried about what I lost to 
realize what I had. 

 
THE KING  

Very true. I’ll fill you in on 
what you missed, Dad. After you 
disappeared, I became a detective 
and solved the case that you 
couldn’t solve. I don’t know why, 
it was probably some sort of 
pathetic attempt to earn approval 
from you. After I discovered time 
travel was responsible for 
Benny’s murder, I became involved 
in time machines and rose up the 
ranks quickly. A couple of world 
wars for control of time travel 
later and here we are. 

 
The King nods to the Scientist. The Scientist operates the 
controls of the time machine. 

 
THE KING 

I always wondered where you 
disappeared to. I guess we both 
solved mysteries today. 

 
WILLIAM 

I never meant to neglect you, son. 
 

THE KING  
Well, that’s what you did, and it’s 
time for you feel the same way. 

 
The King gestures to the time machine screen. It shows a 
barren landscape filled with snow. 
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THE KING  
I am sending you to the first ice 
age. No humans were there and 
barely any animals, so you’re be 
all alone in your final days. 

 
The guards move William to the platform. William looks 
detached and sad. 

 
THE KING 

Alright, pull the lever. 
 

The Scientist begins pulling the lever. 
 

As he does this, William hits the instrument producing 
the laser beam, and the beam is redirected and points at 
the machine. 

 
The Scientist finishes pulling the lever. 

 
THE KING 

Stop! 
 

The time machine vanishes, followed by the entire room 
and all the people in it. 

 
EXT. ICE AGE LANDSCAPE - DAY 

 
The time machine is perched on top of the snow in the 
barren landscape. 

 
A large creature with fur surrounding its entire body, 
including its large feet, walks up to the machine. 

 
The creature tries to pick up the machine, pushing some 
buttons in the process. The screen shows a modern setting 
with houses lined up on a street. 

 
A laser comes out of the machine and hits the 
creature, which causes him to be startled, which 
causes him to accidentally pull the lever. 

 
He vanishes. 

 
INT. WILLIAM’S CAR -- DAY 

 
William sits in his car outside of a hospital. 

 
WILLIAM 

Well, another day, another case 
solved. 

 
Sitting next to William is Benny. 
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WILLIAM  

Thanks for covering my shift 
this afternoon, Benny. 

 
BENNY 

No problem, just go. Hurry! 
 

William gets out of the car and jogs to the hospital. 
 

INT. HOSPITAL WAITING ROOM - DAY 
 

William sits in the waiting room. 
 

The television shows a news report. 
 

NEWS ANNOUNCER  
It has been concluded by a team of 
scientists that time travel is 
impractical because it is only 
possible to travel to the first ice 
age or before, a time that would be 
very inhospitable for humans. The 
scientists have ended work on a 
planned time machine. In other news, 
another Bigfoot sighting has been 
reported in Oregon . . . 

 
A nurse enters. 

 
NURSE 

William Brooks? 
 

William stands up and follows the nurse. 
 

INT. HOSPITAL ROOM - DAY 
 

Emilia lays on a bed holding a baby. 
 

William enters. 
 

WILLIAM 
How is he? 

 
Emilia smiles. 

 
EMILIA  

He’s wonderful! He’ll make a great 
younger brother for George. I just 
don’t know what to name him yet. 

 
WILLIAM  

A name has been floating around 
in my head. How about Todd? 
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A fly lands on the baby’s head. 

 
EMILIA  

A fly landed on his head! Does 
that mean we should name him Todd? 

 
William shoos away the fly, smiles, and shakes his head. 

 
WILLIAM 

Sometimes a fly is just a fly. 
 

FADE OUT. 


